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Access Courses

\What]isfanJAccess]
Gourse”,

Access Courses are designed to enable

adult learners who may have few formal
qualifications to gain entry onto Higher
Education (HE) courses. They welcome people
who have been out of education for some
time but have gained life experience and now
want to return to study. There are usually few
formal entry requirements, although GCSE
English and Maths are desirable, but a mature
attitude and commitment to study

are essential.

\What{doltheylinvolve?

Access to Higher Education Courses aim

to ensure that you are confident and well
prepared for the rigours of University life as
well as future employment. In addition to
studying main subjects, they include units to
develop study skills and teach you how to:

° manage your time

e write essays and reports

e undertake research projects
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e prepare for the UCAS application process.

Learning and achievement will be assessed in

a variety of ways to prepare you for study at

university. Assessment methods include:

e investigative/research projects and reports

e extended essays

e presentations

* case studies

e practical activities

¢ time constrained assessments (exams)
under controlled conditions.

\What]{dojyoulgain

iffyoulcompletelan!
[Access[Course?

All Access to Higher Education courses lead
to the award of a nationally recognised
qualification: the QAA approved Access to
Higher Education Diploma, which is a level 3
qualification.

The Access to Higher Education Diploma is
accepted by universities as an appropriate
entry qualification for most undergraduate
courses. When embarking on an Access
course, you are strongly advised to check on
the requirements of the Higher Education
course you hope to progress to.

Howjlong[doeslititake?

One year full-time and two years part-time.
Courses are available, with flexible timings to
fit in with your other commitments. Access
Courses are especially designed, delivered
and time-tabled to meet the needs of the
adult learner.

Call 0116 224 2240 for further information or visit leicestercollege.ac.uk

Accreditation of Prior
Learning (APL)

If you already have a pass in a recognised
qualification such as a GCSE, you may be
considered for APL to reduce the number of credits
you have to gain on the Access Courses.

Admission

You can expect an interview and possibly an
assessment prior to admission onto an Access
Course. This is usually to check your written
English skills are developed enough to cope with
academic study.

Support

You will be allocated a personal tutor who will
guide and support you through the course.
Additional learning support will be offered where
necessary and financial and welfare guidance will
also be available.

Pre-Access Courses

If an Access programme is not appropriate for you
at this stage you may choose to enrol onto a Pre-
Access programme. This will prepare you for the
Access programme itself, allowing you to develop
skills, knowledge and confidence as well as a level
2 qualification.

Which Access Courses
are offered at Leicester
College?

Leicester College will be offering Access to Higher
Education Courses in the following areas:

Business (and Pre-access course)

Computing

Engineering

Media and Visual Communications

Nursing and Midwifery

Science

Humanities and Social Science

(and Pre-access in Social Science).

'Some useful,webs

www.ocnemr.org.uk
Information about OCNEMR Access Diplomas
and Pre-Access programmes.

www.direct.gov.uk
General education guidance.

www.nextstep.direct.gov.uk

Information and advice. An opportunities
database for information about courses and jobs.
Face to face interviews to help you prepare.

www.nus.org.uk
Information on student life.

www.ucas.com
Universities and Colleges Admissions Service.

www.skill.org.uk
Information about Higher Education
study and disabilities.

www.slc.co.uk
Student Loans Company.

www.ukcoursefinder.co.uk
Search for college and university degree courses.

Use your

smartphone
to view Access
to Higher
Education

Social Sciences

“A very good college with many outstanding features”

Ofsted Inspection January 2011
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